RACING AND GAMES OF INDIA         an

FOOTBALL AND HOCKEY

Association football is largely played by the Army, British
and Indian, and famous tournaments are held, notably the
Durand Tournament at Simla. But it is now the game of
the Indian schools and universities, who play a very good
game indeed. The experimental battalion of Bengalis,
largely students, which came to Mesopotamia in the Great
War and was perfectly useless as a military unit,1 for all the
stimulant and kindly training it received (a uselessness re-
lieved by an exceptionally fine and unusual Bengali senior
Indian officer), was very good at Association and could beat
the Scottish regiments in the force. This indeed is another
of the Indian anomalies like the student-cricketer, that
people who had neither military aptitude, instinct nor hearts,
should make so good a shape at so essentially a manly game
as Association football. Of Rugby football there is not so
much to be said. It has generally been considered the game
of men who have learnt to keep their tempers, and it has
only recently on occasion become the game of the Army.
In Madras and Calcutta, young business men who have
played Rugby at college do play with praiseworthy zeal in
the great capitals in the rainy season, when alone can a fall
without broken bones be possible. It is a game which
cannot by the nature of things, therefore, be as much to the
fore in the Shiny East as its lovers would wish.

Hockey, the younger sister of football, however, is above
all things the cheaper game for the country; soldiers, Euro-
pean and Indian schools and colleges play it with pleasure,
profit and success. Hockey tournaments, both civil and
military, are legion. The Indian soldier takes eagerly to this
inexpensive game, which perhaps gives the maximum of
exercise and physical training in the time, and whose time
of play can be adapted to the rigours of the hot season.

1 It was under the writer's command.